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SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN CONCERN ABOUT LEBANON 

SUMMARY. PRESS JUNE 16 CONVEYS MESSAGE THAT INSTABIITY 
IN LEBANON DANGER TO ARAB WORLD AND ALLOWS UNSCRUPULOUS 
OUTSIDERS, ESPECIALLY ISRAELIS, TO EXPLOIT SITUATION. 
COMMENTARIES SUGGEST LEBANESE GETTING WHAT THEY DESERVE 
AND CRITICIZE LEBANESE PRESS AS CORRUPT. REACTION RE- 
FLECTS GOE CONCERN THAT LEBANESE INSTABILITY WILL DETRACT 
FROM PEACE PROCESS, COULD LEAD TO WIDER CONFLICT, AND BE 
FURTHER CAUSE FOR ARAB DISUNITY. END SUMMARY. 

1. PRESS JUNE 16 REPORTS FORMIN KAMEL'S STATEMENT 
DEPLORING LATEST INCIDENTS IN LEBANON AS "EXTREMELY 
REGRETTABLE ". KAMEL EXPRESSED HOPE ALL PARTIES WOULD BE 
AWARE OE CONSEQUENCES THESE EVENTS FOR LEBANON AND ALL 
ARAB STATES. HE HOPED EVENTS WOULD NOT SERVE AS "PRE- 
TEXT FOR FOREIGN INTERVENTIONS ". 

2. AHRAM EDITORIAL DEPLORES FACT CONFLICT HAS WIDENED 
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TO INCLUDE "OUTSIDERS EROM ARAB AND INTERNATIONAL ARENA". 
WHAT HAPPENING IN LEBANON "SERVES ISRAELI INTERESTS 
AND IS "MAINLY DIRECTED AGAINST LEBANON AND THE ARAB 
NATION". UNLESS "SOME ARAB CAPITALS" TAKE THEIR HANDS 
OFE LEBANON'S DESTINY, MORE DESTRUCTION AND HATRED WILL 
FOLLOW. EDITORIAL CALLS ON ALL LEBANESE PARTIES TO 
WORK FOR SAKE OF UNIFIED LEBANON. EORMER AKHBAR EDITOR- 
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IN-CHIEF MUSTAFA AMIN, WRITING IN AKHBAR YESTERDAY, ALSO 
SAID ISRAEL ONLY BENEFICIARY AND WHAT LEBANESE DOING TO 
EACH OTHER IS "MORE EEROCIOUS" THAN WHAT ISRAELIS DOING 
TO LEBANESE. BUT AMIN IS ALSO CRITICAL OF LEBANESE WHO 
DO NOT REALIZE GRAVITY OF PROBLEM AND THEREFORE HAVE ONLY 
THEMSELVES TO BLAME. AMIN CRITICIZES LEBANESE SECTARIAN- 
ISM, BLAMING IT EOR "RUINING LEBANON". THIS "LESSON" 

FOR ANYONE TRYING TO CREATE SECTARIANISM "IN ANY ARAB 
COUNTRY". 

3. AHRAM BOARD CHAIRMAN ALI HAMDI AL GAMAL AND AKHBAR 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF MOUSSA SABRI CRITICIZED RECENT STATEMENTS 
BY LEBANESE PRESS SYNDICATE PRESIDENT RIAD TAHA, WHO 
ALLEGED FREEDOM OE EXPRESSION BEING REPRESSED IN EGYPT. 
GAMAL ACCUSES TAHA OF "OPPORTUNISM" AND ASKS WHERE TAHA 
WAS WHEN LEBANESE PRESS "WAS SUBJECTED TO THE MOST 
STRINGENT EORMS OF SYRIAN CENSORSHIP". SABRI CHARGES 
LEBANESE PRESS "CORRUPT", ACCUSING LEBANESE PAPERS OF 
EXPRESSING NOT LEBANON'S INTERESTS, BUT INTERESTS OF 

"ARAB AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES ' WHO CAME TO OWN THOSE PAPERS 
AND PAY THEIR EDITORS. 

4. COMMENT: COVERAGE CONTINUES REELECT GOE CONCERN 
THAT INSTABILITY IN LEBANON: (A) WILL DISTRACT FROM PEACE 
PROCESS, (B) IGNITE WIDER CONFLICT, AND (C) CAUSE GREATER 
ARAB DISUNITY. CRITICISM OF LEBANESE PRESS PART OF 
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WIDER DEFENSE OF GOE'S INVESTIGATION OF JOURNALISTS 
UNDER NEW LAW TO PROTECT HOME FRONT. EILTS 
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